
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

* * * * *   THE BEAR FACTS   * * * * * 
April 2007 

 
Southern California Golden Bears Highpower Rifle Club, Inc. 

P. O. Box 1311, Thousand Oaks, CA  91358-0311 
 

EVENTS: 
 
NEXT MATCH –April 15, 2007. 50 shot Club Match, Meeting after the match..   
 
OJAI MAY MATCH – 80 SHOT ACROSS THE COURSE: $10 for non-members   
Take the time to get out and shoot the long course.  We need some shooters to show up 
for the matches.  Attendance is getting slim.   
 
HEADLINES: 
Club Membership for 2007:  Hopefully we got everyone. 
Tommy Temple Judy Harker  Mitch Feingerisch Jerry Allen  
Victor Murillo  Steve Caplin  Gary Carter  Kurt Ingham 
Alan Harker Jules Rablais Doug Shelp Jay Hector 
Pat Hector Jeff Ramadan Kevin Jew Will Hector  
Jim Cowan Rich Rebele Rob McKemson John Child 
Barry Hoelscher 
 
CRPA STATE SERVICE RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
Here's an update on the State Championship at Coalinga from Tom Temple. 
 
Three Golden Bears were in attendance, Nile Ragusin, Mike Miller and Tom Temple.  
Turn out was good with approximately 80 shooters attending.  Mike Miller was High 



Senior Shooter and received several other cash awards.  Nile Ragusin was Second Place 
Master in Rapid Prone.  I was First Master in Rapid Sitting.  Conditions on the short line 
were manageable but the 600 yard stage was challenging due to winds and rapid changes.  
I'm too embrassed to include overall scores but if its any hint, the Master Class high score 
was a 761 with 12 X.  Sunday's Leg Match had similar conditions and the cut for Leg 
Points was 468.  The Matches were nicely run by the Coalinga Range Staff, with special 
thanks to Wayne Fenner for running the Pits on Sunday's Leg Match. 
Tom Temple 
 
 

****** MINUTES April, 2007****** 
 

Meeting called to order at 11:30  
Attendance:  4 members, 3 guests  
Alan gave a brief history of the club for the guests.  Explained the dues and insurance.  
Talked about the matches at Ojai.  
 Tom talked about the new storage containers.  Updated the information about shooting a 
200 yard match on the rifle side.  
 Meeting adjourned at 12:00  
  

 
******* BEAR NEWS ****** 

 
An article from Infantry Magazine 

Alan is on the distribution list from the CMP for SDM Training News and articles.  The 
following article was from a recent Infantry Mans Magazine written by the late head of 
the Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Benning. 
Author - Lieutenant Colonel David Liwanag 
commanded the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Benning, Georgia, from June 
2003 until June 2006. He is currently assigned to the J3, S Special Operations Command 
- Joint Forces Command at Norfolk, V Virginia. Other previous assignment include 
commanding the U.S. Army Parachute Team and serving with the 1st Battalion,1st 
Special Forces Group. 48 INF INFANTR ANTRY January-February 2007 
 
Mission of the Squad Designated Marksman (SDM) 
“The primary mission of the SDM is to deploy as a member of the rifle squad. The SDM 
is a vital member of his individual squad and not a squad sniper. He fires and maneuvers 
with his squad and performs all duties of the standard rifleman. The SDM has neither the 
equipment nor training to operate individually or in a small team to engage targets at 
extended ranges.  The secondary mission of the SDM is to engage key targets from 300 
to 500 meters with effective, well-aimed fire using the standard weapon system and 
standard ammunition. He may or may not be equipped with an optic. The SDM must, 
therefore possess a thorough understanding and mastery of the fundamentals of rifle 
marksmanship as well as ballistics, elevation and windage, hold-off, sight manipulation, 
and range estimation.” 



 
— FM 3-22.9, Rifle Marksmanship M16A1, M16A2/3, M16A4, and M4 carbine 
By definition the squad designated marksman (DM) is a sharpshooter at the maneuver 
foot-Soldier level. It is NOT another dismounted soldier role, but rather a well-developed 
organic, assigned rifleman skill.  The DM provides discriminating, on-command or 
organic precision direct fire support to fire team, squad, section, and platoon leaders. 
DMs extend the “Reach” of small unit leaders to cover and dominate key terrain and 
avenues of approach from 200-300 yards to 300-500 yards. DMs provide short-range 
counter counter-sniper fire capability in-cities and built-up urban areas. In the movie 
Saving Private Ryan, actor Barry Pepper portrays Private Daniel Jackson, a marksman 
who provides long-range observation and precision rifle fire (historically, the 1942 US , 
Army infantry squad was or organized around Soldiers armed with M1 rifles, Browning 
automatic rifles, and a single M1903 Springfield rifle with telescopic sight).  DMs in 
mounted convoy security and escort vehicles give precision fire coverage with lower risk 
of collateral damage than from machine guns and Mk-19s. Precision fires are highly 
coveted in urban and built-up areas in “The 3-Block War.”  The small-unit leader always 
uses METT-TC to best place his direct-fire assets. The DM’ DM’s ability to shoot well 
gives the leader flexibility when planning movement to contact or retrograde. Overwatch 
elements can immediately destroy or suppress enemy troops in suspected or known 
enemy positions during bounds and provide support fire when machineguns displace.  
DMs in raids and deliberate ambush support elements naturally weigh in with precision 
direct and suppressive fire in base-of-fire teams. In the security element they seal of off 
the objective area by fire.  While a 25-meter of offset zero is good to generally align a 
sight to a rifle, there is no replacement for a true point-of-aim/point-of-impact zero 
confirmed on a 300-meter KD or steel tar target range.  DMs with night vision devices, 
scopes, and properly-zeroed AN/PEQ-2 or P PAQ-infrared target illuminators and aimers 
provide round-the-clock precision fire support.  Noise or sound suppressors will confuse 
the enemy about the DM’ firing location.  A suppressor will not make you silent but at 
night or in town it can make you virtually undetectable.  M995 5.56mm armor piercing 
ammunition is extremely accurate from the M16 and M4, usually shooting 300-meter ten 
shot groups half the size of M855“Green Tip” ball. ” The M995 bullet weighs the same 
as an M16A1 bullet (55 grains vice 62 grains for M16A2 Ball) and it flies faster and 
flatter so zeros are different.  
 
Media coverage (and the ability to post digital video almost immediately to the Internet) 
sensitizes leaders to Law of Land Warfare restraints.  The principle of proportionality 
prohibits “indiscriminate attacks” which cause incidental damage to civilians, or damage 
to civilian objects and property “Excessive in relation to concrete and direct military 
advantage.” When DMs are properly equipped with optics, they can distinguish armed 
combatants from noncombatants and minimize collateral damage with precision 
snapshots in areas where targets are fleeting and only briefly exposed.  The Marine Corps 
Warfighting Laboratory has conducted both urban combat and designated marksman field 
experiments.  Eight Marines from the Marine Corps Security Force Designated 
Marksman School attempted to positively identify 132 role playing targets in various 
uniforms and with various weapons systems (totaling 1,056 target identification attempts) 
at ranges from 100 to 700 yards. The DMs attempted to acquire and identify targets with 



no optic; with the 4-power Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight (ACOG); and a variable-
power telescope at 3, 6, and 8 power. These are some of their consolidated findings: 
1) Marines without optics had more difficulty correctly identifying targets than those 
DMs with optics; 
2) Marines without optics could not identify targets more than 50 percent of the time after 
100 yards; 
3) At longer ranges shooters identified more targets correctly at 8 power magnification 
than with lower magnification; 
4) At shorter ranges it took less time to correctly identify targets as optics magnification 
increased; 
5) DMs will experience eyestrain if they are constantly in “scan” or “observe” mode in 
their optics; 
6) If the DM is the only man with optics, some leaders will run him ragged scoping out 
all suspicious or suspected enemy positions. 
 
Precision M16 fire at longer ranges (300-500 meters) is not magic, but it is a high 
demand/low density skill. Leaders should screen their riflemen to find who may be a 
naturally gifted or trained shot.  Precision M16 marksmen come from a variety of 
backgrounds: 1) There are rare, naturally gifted shooters; 2) Some Soldiers will come 
from rural backgrounds or with hunting experience, again leaders may have a few within 
their ranks; 3) Some Soldiers will have a competition shooting background with air rifles 
or .22s.  
 
How can small unit leaders develop DMs? 
1) Establish local training courses.  2) Send Soldiers to compete with their rifles. Military 
and civilian shooting championships are held around the country, many locally or on 
Army and National Guard posts and camps. NRA and Civilian Marksmanship Program 
clubs host regular M16 highpower service rifle competitions (usually from March 
through November), matches, clinics, and practices.  3) Request the-trainer missions from 
the Army Marksmanship Unit, Infantry School, National Guard Marksmanship Unit, 
respective National Guard State Marksmanship Coordinators, or the Army Reserve Small 
Arms Group.  4) Request courses from the Director of Civilian Marksmanship.  
 
How can small unit leaders train and sustain their DMs once deployed? While field-fire 
ranges with steel silhouette “Iron maiden” targets are the most time and manpower 
efficient, leaders can make efficient, ad hoc Known Distance ranges by surveying a range 
and laying out firing berms; digging trenches (“Pits”) or building protected/raised earth 
tar target berms or earth- get earth filled HESCO barriers; and stapling filled cardboard 
E-type silhouettes to 2 x 4s to raise and lower targets from behind protection. Shot holes 
are marked in the silhouettes using standard target markers and spindles.  The designated 
marksman is NOT a sniper in the classic sense, but a line rifleman with highly developed 
and practiced shooting and observation skills.  He is immediately responsive to the small 
unit leader for precision direct fire. ALL Soldiers can develop into trained shooters. 

 
 



******RANGE TALK****** 
 

We had a low but decent turn out for the first NRA approved match.  We had more 
visitors than members unfortunately.  We were hoping for a good turn out.  Alan called 
the line and Tommy had a decent day.  Everyone else was in a learning mode.  We have 
not had a running average this year, but that will be corrected next month.  Time to get 
back on track. 
 
 
 

S. CALIF. GOLDEN BEARS HIGH POWER RIFLE TOURNAMENT RESULTS
18-Mar-07 NRA 80-shot Course

Angeles Range      San Fernando, CA
 OFF-  RAPID RAPID  SLOW TOTAL AVER.

No. COMPETITOR HAND   X SITTING   X PRONE   X PRONE   X SCORE   X

1 Tommy Temple S 186 0 194 -6 194 -3 196 -4 770 -13 154.0%
2 Mark Battaglia S 170 -1 191 -3 195 -6 181 -2 737 -12 147.4%
3 Steve Caplan S 175 -1 178 -2 183 -1 187 -3 723 -7 144.6%
4 Victor Murrilo S 164 -2 179 -1 184 -3 184 -6 711 -12 142.2%
5 Robert McMullin S 143 0 148 -1 129 -1 132 -1 552 -3 110.4%
6 Nelson Green S 162 0 165 0 84 0 136 -1 547 -1 109.4%
7 Mike Lukachie S 134 0 127 -1 111 0 100 0 472 -1 94.4%  

 



 

.  ******* 2007 CALENDAR ******* 
 

 
January (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
    1  2  3  4  5  6       
7   8  9 10  11 12 13 

14  15 16 17 18 19 20 

21  22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

 
February     (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
             1  2  3 

 4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

11  12 13 14 15 16 17 

18  19 20 21 22 23 24 

25  26 27 28 

 
March   (NRA) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
             1  2  3 

 4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

11  12 13 14 15 16 17 

18  19 20 21 22 23 24 

25  26 27 28 29 30 31 

 
April      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

 8  9  10 11 12 13 14 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 29 30    
 
May      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
       1  2  3  4  5 

 6  7  8  9 10 11  12 

13  14  15 16 17 18 19 

20  21 22 23 24 25 26 

27  28 29 30 31 

 
June         (NRA) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
                1  2 

 3  4  5  6  7  8  9 

10  11 12 13 14 15 16 

17  18 19 20 21 22 23 

24  25 26 27 28 29 30  

 
July        (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

 8  9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 

 
August      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
          1  2  3  4 

 5  6  7  8  9 10 11 

12  13 14 15 16 17 18 

19  20 21 22 23 24 25 

26  27 28 29 30 31 
 
September    (NRA)  
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
                   1 

 2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

 9  10 11 12 13 14 15 

16  17 18 19 20 21 22 

23  24 25 26 27 28 29 

30  

 
October      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
    1  2  3  4  5  6 

 7  8  9 10 11 12 13 

14  15 16 17 18 19 20 

21  22 23 24 25 26 27 

28  29 30 31 

 
November (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
             1  2  3 

 4  5  6  7  8  9 10 

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 
December      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S 
                   1 

 2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

 9  10 11 12 13 14 15 

16  17 18 19 20 21 22 

23  24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

 
  
 


