
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

* * * * *   THE BEAR FACTS   * * * * * 
April 2010 

 
Southern California Golden Bears Highpower Rifle Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1362 
San Gabriel, CA 91778-1362 

 
NEXT MATCH – NRA APPROVED MATCH – April 18–  This will be the 
club’s first 80 shot NRA Approved match of 2010.  The match will be on 
reduced targets.  Meeting to follow.   
 

 
OTHER MATCHES: 
Gopher Flats Sportsman Club will have a high power rifle match on April 24, the fourth 
Saturday of the month. Please mark your 2010 calendars with this date and we’ll see you on 
the line.  Check with Tom Temple. 

 
Ojai Valley Gun Club - The May 3, 2010 match will be a club event 800 point / 80 round 
across-the-course (“XTC”) event, just like the National Matches at Camp Perry.  Course of 
fire will be 200 yard offhand, slow fire (20 rds); 200 yards seated, rapid fire (20 rds); 300 
yards prone, rapid fire (20 rds); and, 600 yards prone, slow fire (20 rds).  The May club event 
is open to OVGC members ($5) and all non-members ($15).  The June 2010 match will be an 
NRA Approved 600 point – 60 round Medium Range course of fire, shot from the 600 yard 
line, open to OVGC members ($10) and all non-members ($20). 
 
 
 

 



 

 

***CLUB MEETING MINUTES*** 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting on March 21, 2010 

            9 Members, 1 guest attending 

Meeting called to order at 11:33 

 

Treasurers Report 

            17 members have renewed their membership 

            We have 1 new member - Jew Law 

            I will renew the club insurance this week 

 

Old/New Business 

            Discussed holding a CMP match 

            Need to update the club membership form 

                         Nelson will handle this 

            Discussed new shooters 

                         Rein actors, low power, clinics 

            Fort Macarthur Days may have air rifle setup 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:57 

 

 
 

****BEARS RANGE TALK**** 
 

The March match had 9 shooters.  Tony Chow was high aggregate with a 487 - 11x’s 
followed closely by Judy with a 486 - 17x.    Tony was high offhand with 94 - 1x.  Judy was 
high rapid sitting and rapid prone with 100 - 6x and 99 3x respectively.  Pat was high slow 
prone with 199 - 5x.  The top 4 shooters were separated by only 5 points!  Good shooting 
everyone.  As always thank to Tom for running the match. 

 



 

 

******OTHER MATCH NEWS****** 
 
Gopher Flats, High Power Rifle Match Report, March 27, 2010 
50 Round National Match Course 
 
Match was canceled due to high winds. 

 

 

 
Ojai Valley Gun Club National Match Report - April 2010 
 

National Match Report 
 
The Easter Sunday - April 2010, OVGC Highpower Rifle Match had seven shooters under partly 
sunny and warm conditions.  However, the lighting was variable owing to intermittent cloud cover, 
and a fishtailing wind prevailed throughout the event. This month’s contest was a 600 yard Medium 
Range “club event”, shooting 60 rounds for score over three 20 round stages of fire, with unlimited 
sighting shots.  Overall high score came from Michael Tuck, using a Palma rifle and scoring 585-
36X.  Second overall was shot by Robert Coffey, using a Match rifle with a 585-17X.  The F-Class 
rifle score for the day came from Jon Blackman with a 753-18X.  The two Service rifle shooters tied 
with identical scores of 531-9X.  Among the seven shooters, there were four different classes 
represented (see complete results table below), and several first time OVGC Highpower participants.  
There were numerous outstanding scores and a good time was had by all. 
 
The May 2010 match will be a club event 800 point / 80 round across-the-course (“XTC”) event, just 
like the National Matches at Camp Perry.  Course of fire will be 200 yard offhand, slow fire (20 rds); 
200 yards seated, rapid fire (20 rds); 300 yards prone, rapid fire (20 rds); and, 600 yards prone, slow 
fire (20 rds).  The May club event is open to OVGC members ($5) and all non-members ($15).  The 
June 2010 match will be an NRA Approved 600 point – 60 round Medium Range course of fire, shot 
from the 600 yard line, open to OVGC members ($10) and all non-members ($20).   
 
Coming up on the 4th of July will be a Special NRA Approved Garand/Springfield/ Vintage Match.  
Last year’s July vintage match was well attended, including some notable names from the SoCal 
NRA Highpower shooting community, including Dennis DeMille and Gunny R. Lee Ermey, just to 
name a few.   
 
Dust off that old service rifle (1903 Springfield, M1 Garand, M1A, AR15, etc.), or that “tricked out” 
match rifle and come up and join the National Match Highpower shooters for a fun day on the range.  
The matches are open to both members and non-members.  New shooters or beginners in the 
highpower discipline are welcomed and encouraged.  We hope to see you there.  Look for detailed 
fliers with information on all matches, both “NRA Approved” and “club” events on the OVGC website, 
under “National Match”.  The 2010 OVGC Highpower Calendar of Events can be found there as well. 
 
 

 OVGC - National      
 April 3, 2010      

    Total   
 Name Rifle Type  Points X  

       
1 Michael Tuck Palma  585  36   

2 Robert Coffey Match Rifle  585  17   



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

**** FOR YOUR INFORMATION**** 
 

 Alan Harker submitted this following article.  Thanks Alan.  

 

Subject: Marine Corps to standardize "open tip" cartridge 
 From the Marine Corps Times 
 

 Corps to use more lethal ammo in Afghanistan 
 By Dan Lamothe  

  

 The Marine Corps is dropping its conventional 5.56mm ammunition in Afghanistan in favor of new deadlier, 

more accurate rifle rounds, and could field them at any time. 

  

             The open-tipped rounds until now have been available only to Special Operations Command troops. 

The first 200,000 5.56mm Special Operations  Science and Technology rounds are already downrange with 

Marine  Expeditionary Brigade-Afghanistan, said Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, commander of Marine Corps 

Systems Command. Commonly known as "SOST" rounds, they were legally cleared for Marine use by the 

Pentagon in late January, according to Navy Department documents obtained by Marine Corps  Times. 

  

             SOCom developed the new rounds for use with the Special Operations Force Combat Assault Rifle, or 

SCAR, which needed a more accurate bullet because its short barrel, at 13.8 inches, is less than an inch 

shorter than the M4 carbine’s. Using an open-tip match round design common with some sniper ammunition, 

SOST rounds are designed to be "barrier blind," meaning they stay on target better than existing M855 rounds 

after penetrating windshields, car doors and other objects.  Compared to the M855, SOST rounds also stay on 

target longer in open air and have increased stopping power through "consistent, rapid fragmentation which 

shortens the time required to cause incapacitation of enemy combatants," according to Navy Department 

documents. At 62 grains, they weigh about the same as most NATO rounds, have a typical lead core with a 

solid copper shank and are considered a variation of Federal Cartridge Co.’s Federal Trophy Bonded Bear 

Claw round, which was developed for big-game hunting and is touted in a company news release for its ability 

to crush bone. 

  

             The Corps purchased a "couple million" SOST rounds as part of a joint $6 million, 10.4-million-

round buy in September — enough to last the service several months in Afghanistan, Brogan said. Navy 

Department  

 documents say the Pentagon will launch a competition worth up to $400 million this spring for more SOST 

ammunition. 

  

             "This round was really intended to be used in a weapon with a shorter barrel, their SCAR carbines," 

Brogan said. "But because of its blind-to-barrier performance, its accuracy improvements and its reduced  

3 Vladimir Sanda Match Rifle  572  11   

4 Mark Lefevers Match Rifle  565  10   

5 Jon Blackman F-Class  556  6   

6 Manny Oropesa (Tie!) Service Rifle  531  9   

7 Byron Slater (Tie!) Service Rifle  531  9   



 

 

muzzle flash, those are attractive things that make it also useful to general purpose forces like the Marine 

Corps and Army." 

  

  

 M855 problems 
  

             The standard Marine round, the M855, was developed in the 1970s and approved as an official 

NATO round in 1980. In recent years, however, it has been the subject of widespread criticism from troops, 

who question whether it has enough punch to stop oncoming enemies. 

  

             In 2002, shortcomings in the M855’s performance were detailed in a report by Naval Surface Warfare 

Center Crane, Ind., according to Navy Department documents. Additional testing in 2005 showed 

shortcomings.  The Pentagon issued a request to industry for improved ammunition the  following year. 

Federal Cartridge was the only company to respond. 

  

             Brogan said the Corps has no plans to remove the M855 from the service’s inventory at this time. 

However, the service has determined it "does not meet USMC performance requirements" in an operational 

environment in which insurgents often lack personal body armor, but engage troops through "intermediate 

barriers" such as windshields and car doors at security checkpoints, according to a Jan. 25 Navy Department 

document clearing Marines to use the SOST round. 

  

             The document, signed by J.R. Crisfield, director of the Navy Department International and 

Operational Law Division, is clear on the recommended course of action for the 5.56mm SOST round, 

formally known as MK318 MOD 0 enhanced 5.56mm ammunition. 

  

             "Based on the significantly improved performance of the MK318 MOD 0 over the M855 against 

virtually every anticipated target array in Afghanistan and similar combat environments where increased 

accuracy, better effects behind automobile glass and doors, consistent terminal performance and reduced 

muzzle flash are critical to mission accomplishment, USMC would treat the MK318 MOD 0 as its new 

5.56mm standard issue cartridge," Crisfield wrote. 

  

             The original plan called for the SOST round to be used specifically within the M4 carbine, which has 

a 14½-inch barrel and is used by tens of thousands of Marines in military occupational specialties such as 

motor vehicle operator where the M16A4’s longer barrel can be cumbersome. Given its benefits, however, 

Marine officials decided also to adopt SOST for the M16A4, which has a 20-inch barrel and is used by most of 

the infantry. 

  

  

 Incorporating SOST 
  

             In addition to operational benefits, SOST rounds have similar ballistics to the M855 round, meaning 

Marines will not have to adjust to using the new ammo, even though it is more accurate. 

  

             "It does not require us to change our training," Brogan said. "We don’t have to change our aim points 

or modify our training curriculum. We can train just as we have always trained with the 855 round, so right 

now, there is no plan to completely remove the 855 from inventory." 

  

             Marine officials in Afghanistan could not be reached for comment, but Brogan said commanders with 

MEB-A are authorized to issue SOST ammo to any subordinate command. Only one major Marine 5.56mm 

weapon system downrange will not use SOST: the M249 squad automatic weapon. Though the  

 new rounds fit the SAW, they are not currently produced in the linked fashion commonly employed with the 

light machine gun, Brogan said. 

  

             SOCom first fielded the SOST round in April, said Air Force Maj. Wesley Ticer, a spokesman for the 



 

 

command. It also fielded a cousin — MK319 MOD 0 enhanced 7.62mm SOST ammo — designed for use 

with the SCAR-Heavy, a powerful 7.62mm battle rifle. SOCom uses both kinds of ammunition in all  

 of its geographic combatant commands, Ticer said. 

  

             The Corps has no plans to buy 7.62mm SOST ammunition, but that could change if operational 

commanders or infantry requirements officers call for it in the future, Brogan said. 

  

             It is uncertain how long the Corps will field the SOST round. Marine officials said last summer that 

they took interest in it after the M855A1 lead-free slug in development by the Army experienced problems 

during testing, but Brogan said the service is still interested in the environmentally friendly round if it is 

effective. Marine officials also want to see if the price of the SOST round drops once in mass  

 production. The price of an individual round was not available, but Brogan said SOST ammo is more 

expensive than current M855 rounds. 

  

             "We have to wait and see what happens with the Army’s 855LFS round," he said. "We also have to 

get very good cost estimates of where these [SOST] rounds end up in full-rate, or serial production. Because if 

it truly is going to remain more expensive, then we would not want to buy that round for all of our training 

applications." 

  

  

 Legal concerns 
  

             Before the SOST round could be fielded by the Corps, it had to clear a legal hurdle: approval that it 

met international law of war standards. 

  

             The process is standard for new weapons and weapons systems, but it took on added significance 

because of the bullet’s design. Open-tip bullets have been approved for use by U.S. forces for decades, but are 

sometimes confused with hollow-point rounds, which expand in human tissue after impact, causing 

unnecessary suffering, according to widely accepted international treaties signed following the Hague peace 

conventions held in the Netherlands in 1899 and 1907. 

  

             "We need to be very clear in drawing this distinction: This is not a hollow-point round, which is not 

permitted," Brogan said. "It has been through law of land warfare review and has passed that review so that it 

meets the criteria of not causing unnecessary pain and suffering." 

  

             The open-tip/hollow-point dilemma has been addressed several times by the military, including in 

1990, when the chief of the Judge Advocate General International Law Branch, now-retired Marine Col. W. 

Hays Parks, advised that the open-tip M852 Sierra MatchKing round preferred by snipers met international 

law requirements. The round was kept in the field. 

  

             In a 3,000-word memorandum to Army Special Operations Command, Parks said "unnecessary 

suffering" and "superfluous injury" have not been formally defined, leaving the U.S. with a "balancing test" it 

must conduct to assess whether the usage of each kind of rifle round is justified. 

  

             "The test is not easily applied," Parks said. "For this reason, the degree of ‘superfluous injury’ must 

… outweigh substantially the military necessity for the weapon system or projectile." 

  

             John Cerone, an expert in the law of armed conflict and professor at the New England School of Law, 

said the military’s interpretation of international law is widely accepted. It is understood that weapons cause 

pain in war, and as long as there is a strategic military reason for their employment, they typically meet 

international guidelines, he said. 

  

             "In order to fall within the prohibition, a weapon has to be designed to cause unnecessary suffering," 

he said. 



 

 

  

             Sixteen years after Parks issued his memo, an Army unit in Iraq temporarily banned the open-tip 

M118 long-range used by snipers after a JAG officer mistook it for hollow-tip ammunition, according to a 

2006 Washington Times report. The decision was overturned when other Army officials were alerted. 

  

  



 

 

**** ITEMS FOR SALE**** 
 
Tom Temple has the following item for sale: 
 

For sale: Creedmoor Hardback Cordura Jacket size 46 straight cut  
Color is olive drab. Price $150. Condition like new. 
Check with Tom at tmtemple@pacbell.net 
 

 

Robert Coffey has the following for sale: 
 

 
 

B Jones Rear Sight Diopter/Lens 
Inserts for AR Hooded Match 
Sights 
http://www.bjonessights.com/AR15.ht

 

Bob Jones price for  
ONE LENS kit = 

PRICE FOR 5 (FIVE) LENSES 
AND  

5 O-RING SETS = $50.00 
 
ALL ARE + (PLUS) DIOPTERS: 
+0.25  +0.375  +0.50  +0.625  +0.75 
 
http://www.bjonessights.com/power.ht
ml 
 

If you can see the TARGET OK, but 

For information or any questions, 
email: robert.coffey@netzero.net 

 



 

 

 
 

**** DATES TO REMEMBER!!**** 
 

 

January 15 - Club Match - 50 shot 
February 21 - Club Match - 50 shot 
March 21 - Club Match - 50 shot 
April 18- NRA Approved Match - 80 shot 
May 16- Club Match - 50 shot 
June 20- NRA Approved Match - 80 shot 
July 18- Service Rifle Match and pot luck- 50 shot 
August 22- Club Match - 50 shot 
September 19- NRA Approved Match - 80 shot 
October 17- Club Match - 50 shot 
November 21- Turkey Shoot - 50 shot 
December 19- Club Match - 50 shot 
 
October 16 - 24 - CMP Western Games and Creedmoor Cup, Phoenix, AZ. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


