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May 2009

Southern California Golden Bears Highpower Rifle Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 1362
San Gabriel, CA 91778-1362

NEXT MATCH - CLUB MATCH - May 17 - This will be a 50 shot club match on

reduced targets. Meeting to follow.
Next month’s match will be an NRA approved match.

OTHER MATCHES:

Gopher Flats High Power Rifle Match at Lopez Canyon - May 23. The match will be an
M-1/Springfield/Vintage Rifle Match. Course of fire will be THE JCG A COURSE. 5

sighters, 10 rounds slow prone, 10 rounds rapid prone, 10 rounds off hand. We will fire the
‘A’ Course TWICE; once with the M-1 and once with the Springfield and/or Vintage rifle.
Bring at least 70 rounds of ammunition-NON-MAGNETIZED due to the continuing fire
danger.

The match will be conducted as a “walk down” event as the pit wall is unsupported and
unstable. No steel core or steel jacketed ammunition will be allowed. We have all six target
carriers operational and can accommodate up to 24 shooters in 4 relays. - Sign in at 0730 -
Contact Tom Temple at tmtemple @pacbell.net or 323-664-5287

Ojai Valley Gun Club - The June 7 match will be a 50 or 80 shot NRA approved National
Match at 200, 300 and 600 yards - Starts at 7:30 AM - The matches are open to both
members and non-members, and new shooters or beginners in the high power discipline are
welcomed and encouraged. Check with Alan or Blake or Robert Coffey.



#***CLUB MEETING MINUTES**%*

Minutes for April 19, 2009

Meeting called to order at 11:40
4 members and 1 guest attending

Treasurers Report
Club has about $300 in account
As of 4/19/2009 18 members have paid 2009 dues.

Old Business

New Business
The club is now an CMP affiliated club. Club membership cards was discussed.
Alan has donated some SR-1 targets to the club. Thanks Alan.
The next Lopez Canyon match, May 23, will be a Springfield/M1 match.
The next Ojai Gun Club match, June 7, will be an approved NRA match..
The Lopez range pit wall still need repair.
LARR will hold an RSO class. See Nelson.

Meeting adjourned 12:15

#*+*BEARS RANGE TALK®#%*

We had five shooters for this NRA match (FIVE SHOOTERS!!). Victor Murillo was high
score with 757-17x’s. Robert Coffey had high ofthand with a 183-3x. Steve Caplan had high
rapid prone with a 196-5x. Victor had high rapid prone with a 196-9x. Tony Chow, a new
shooter, had high slow prone with a 196-3x. Nice, Tony. Tom kept us safe and on schedule
again. Thanks Tom.

Southern California Gelden Bears Highpower Rifle Club
April 19 2009 match results
NRA approved match

Competitor CH %'s RS w's RP %'s Prone %'s Total W's
1 “ictor Murillo 179 1 1590 4 196 9 192 3 757 17
2 Fobert Coffey 183 3 190 4 187 0 192 7 752 14
3 Steve Caplan 175 1 196 5 190 4 176 2 737 12
4 Tony Chow 163 2 180 5 187 4 196 3 726 15
& Melson Green 163 0 165 1 155 1 143 1 G206 3



wiiiesOTHER MATCH NEWS# st

Gopher Flats, High Power Rifle Match Report, April 25, 2009
200 Yard Improvised Walk down Match
50 round Match Course

The April 25" high power match was attended by 14 shooters. We ran three relays and fired a
modified John C. Garand 50 round course. Conditions were mild but all competitors in the
first relay had trouble finding their sighting shots. We had one short delay due to a LA County
Rescue chopper conducting rappel and hoist exercises in our down range area.

Match was complete by 1 PM. And the remaining competitors enjoyed the Gophers Chow
Down. Alan Harker took first place. Victor Murillo had a very respectable second place
followed by Dean Hendrickson. The top three were all in the Master to High Master level of
shooting.

Congratulations to Tony Chow on his second high power match and first time out at Lopez
Canyon. He carded a clean with 24X’s in the two prone stages of the match and carded a
Master score overall. Nice shooting, sandbagger. A welcome goes out to Kenneth Lee for
joining us on the range with his M1A, glad to have you aboard, you all come back now.

Match
Mo. Competitor Paid Class Fifle Total
1 Alan Harker 15 HmM ARTA 492-1TH
2 Yictor Murillo F15 EX ARTA 482-1 6%
3 Dean Hendrickson F15 UNC 1A 47713
4 Rohert Coffey F16 EX 0343 47 6-A%
A Steve Caplan F15 EX ARTA 47 311K
4] George Gaskill 510 EX Match 471-16%
T Tory Chow F15 UNC Match 470-28%
a Byran Slater F10 UNC ARTA 453-9%
9 Bruce Kawaguchi f1a EX 03A3 460- 43
10 Luiz Rodriguez F15 UNC ARTA 454-4%
11 Ray Cruz F1a UNGC ARTS 451-4%
12 kenneth Lee F15 URNC 1A 405- 2%
13 Melzon Graan 15 M ARTS 391-2¥
14 Marco Rojas F15 HM AR1A SR

OVGC National Match Report, May 3, 2009

No information at this time.



##F*FOR YOUR INFORMATION®#%*

Reading the Wind (Part 1, Rapid Fire)
By SSG Emil Praslick, USAMU

SSG Emil Praslick (r.) instructs another shooter in a service rifle clinic during the 2005 Western
CMP Games and Creedmoor Cup Matches.

The term, “Reading the Wind” is misleading. A more apt title might be “The tactical negotiation of varying wind conditions and the limitation of
their negative effects on the flight of your bullet.” In this article we will discuss some tactics and techniques that will enhance your abilities to
negotiate the wind and (hopefully) add a few points to your score. This article will be divided into two sections: part one will cover the 200 and
300 yard stages. The second part (forthcoming) will be devoted to the 600 yard stage.

There are as many dimensions to “wind reading” as there are stages to High Power competition. Your tactical mindset, or philosophy, must be
different for the 200 and 300 yard rapid-fire stages than it would be for the 600 yard slow-fire. In the slow-fire stages you have the ability to
adjust windage from shot to shot, utilizing the location of the previous shot as an indicator. Additionally, a change to the existing conditions can
be identified and adjusted for prior to shooting the next shot.

During a rapid fire string you will be afforded, in optimum conditions, two chances to make a correction prior to or during firing: one before
commencing the string, and one during the magazine change. This requires a different approach to analyzing the wind condition than slow fire
shooting. In the following section I will cover some of the basics, and attempt to describe the approach I use, both as a coach and shooter, to
centering a rapid fire group.

Once you have moved your equipment to the ready line, begin to observe the conditions. Do not
wait until the command, “All ready on the firing line!” to make a decision about the wind.

Assess the direction, value, and the speed of the wind. There are a myriad of wind charts and formulas available to determine the amount of
windage required to offset the wind’s effect on the flight of your bullet. Your best estimate should be checked against that of your fellow
competitors. One of your best tools is the knowledge (and the results on the target) of your peers.



An often neglected and misunderstood tool is the use of range/wind flags. Immediately prior to assuming the sitting or prone position (while
standing) you will not be able to use your spotting scope to check the mirage; you will, however, be able to see the wind flags. It is important to
correlate what you can see in the mirage with the behavior of the flags. Alternate between looking at the mirage of a known condition, and
observing the flags. Concentrate on the details. Pay close attention to the very end, or tip of the flag. A subtle increase in the speed of the wind
will not change the height and angle of the flag, but it will affect action at the tip.

Once you have identified a condition, both in the mirage and flags, observe its duration. Because you must fire the majority of your string
without making a wind change, you must know what might result from any variance to the predominant condition. This is what we call
determining a bracket.

Sighters, when available, should be used to determine the bracket of the wind condition. One technique is to stagger the interval of your sighting
shots: fire your first shot as you would normally, and then wait until the conditions change-or just prior to the expiration of time to fire your
second sighter. This will aid you in identifying the condition closest to your actual string of fire.

If there is the likelihood of a change to the condition, the windage you place on the rifle might need to be a compromise between a perfectly
centered group and the damage a change might cause. One technique that experienced shooters employ in a changing condition is to identify the
“safe side” of the 10-ring. For example, if the observed condition is one minute of wind from the right, gusting to two minutes, a savvy
competitor might center his group on the right side of the X/10 ring. In the event of a pick up, the wind gust would simply move the group to the
center of the target or to the other side of the 10-ring. Obviously, the effectiveness of this technique is determined by your ability to shoot a small
group. This should be an incentive to train!

The width of the 10-ring in highpower rifle is two minutes of angle. Theoretically, a wind estimate within one minute of the correct value should
result in a “clean.” In practice, the quality of the estimate must be much higher. An individual’s ability to maintain sight alignment, sight picture,
and a steady position (along with the accuracy of the rifle) will determine the amount of error available to you in your wind estimate. Once
again, this fact alone should be a powerful incentive to train!

The risk of making a windage correction during the magazine change often outweighs the benefits, especially with beginning shooters. A good
performance and the ability to shoot a tight group is the origin of the shooter axiom: “A good hold is worth a minute.” As a rule, unless you can
clearly see your group outside the 10-ring in your spotting scope, do not adjust your sights during the magazine change. There have been many
disasters wrought from a shooter mistaking a paster; tear in the paper, or insect for a bullet hole.

Finally, although wind reading is an important shooter skill, your ability to master the fundamentals is the most important factor in shooting high
scores. By trusting in your ability, talking to your fellow shooters, and concentrating on your performance, your scores will improve. In the next
installment, we will discuss the different techniques required to read the wind during the slow fire stages of the National Match Course.
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