
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

* * * * *   THE BEAR FACTS   * * * * * 
November 2009 

 
Southern California Golden Bears Highpower Rifle Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1362 
San Gabriel, CA 91778-1362 

 
NEXT MATCH – CLUB MATCH – November 15 – This is the club’s 
annual “Turkey Shoot“.  This will be a 50 shot match on the SR-1 target.  
Meeting to follow.  At the meeting we will have the nomination of club 
officers for 2009.   See below.   

 
OTHER MATCHES: 
Gopher Flats Sportsman Club will host their monthly high power match on November 21 
on the Big Bore Range.  This October, we will hold a 50 round National Match Course. All 
stages will be fired on the SR target. CMP rules will apply. Competitors will stand and load in 
both rapid fire stages.  Check with Tom Temple. 
 
Ojai Valley Gun Club -  The December 2009 and January 2010 matches will alternate to the 
80 round across-the-course (“XTC”) discipline, just like the National Matches at Camp Perry.  
Course of fire will be 200 yard offhand, slow fire (20 rds); 200 yards seated, rapid fire (20 
rds); 300 yards prone, rapid fire (20 rds); and, 600 yards prone, slow fire (20 rds).  The 
December and January matches (first Sunday of each month) are “club” events, open to 
OVGC members ($5) and all non-members ($15). 
 
 



 

 

 
 ***CLUB MEETING MINUTES*** 

 
There were no minutes for this newsletter. 

 
 

****BEARS NOVEMBER MATCH**** 
 

Turkey Shoot - The November Match is an M1 shoot on the SR-1 target with 
turkeys for the high M1 score, closest shot at the turkey target and a door prize 
based on a drawing.  Everybody has a chance at a bird!  (You can shoot any rifle 
you want for the match but the high M1 GARAND (as-issue or match grade) 
score wins the bird). 
 
Annual Club Meeting - The November club meeting must deal with the nomination of 
officers for 2009.  This meeting is required by state law to maintain our tax free status.  
PLEASE COME TO THE MATCH AND MEETING.  HOPEFULLY TH ERE WILL 
BE GOODIES TO EAT AND DRINK. 

 
****BEARS RANGE TALK**** 

 
There were only 3 shooters this month.  There were only three Golden Beard at the Western 
Games so where was everybody?  Robert was high aggregate with 471-10x.  He also was high 
offhand, high rapid prone and slow prone with 93-2x, 93-2x and 193-6x respectively.  Kevin 
was high rapid sitting with 95-0x. 

 



 

 

******OTHER MATCH NEWS****** 
 

 
Gopher Flats, High Power Rifle Match Report, October 24, 2009 
 
No information at this time. 
 
 
 
Ojai Valley Gun Club National Match Report 
November 1, 2009 
National Match Report 
 
The November 2009, OVGC Highpower Rifle Match had nine shooters under excellent conditions, 
reflecting some spectacular scores.  This month’s contest was a 600 yard Medium Range “NRA 
Approved” match, shooting 60 rounds for score over three 20 round stages of fire, with unlimited 
sighting shots.  While all who made to Rose Valley had a good time, H1N1 (Swine Flu), a Sig Alert 
on the 101 in the San Fernando Valley, and other circumstances kept another eight shooters from 
the November event.  What they missed were perfect match conditions: mild temperatures and 
bright sunlight throughout the day, zero wind for the first two relays, and only moderate (2-4 mph) 
steady winds for the third relay.  High score came from Scott Riles, with a 599-43X, followed by Mike 
Miller with 590-22X, and Alan Harker at 589-21X.   
 

Name Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Agg-X

1. R iles, Scott 200-15 200-15 199-13 599-43X

2. M ike M iller 195-6 196-7 199-9 590-22

3. A lan Harker 195-7 198-6 196-8 589-21

4. Coffey, Robert 196-3 197-5 196-5 589-13X

5. F isher, Brian 193-6 197-8 195-7 585-21X

6. Tem ple, Tom 189-5 188-6 189-7 566-18X

7. G ilbertson, 
Bud

193-5 193-10 179-5 565-15X

8. Oropesa, 
M anny

173-2 173-0 140-2 486-4X

9. Schueller, York 154-1 167-1 155-1 476-3X
 



 

 

**** FOR YOUR INFORMATION**** 
 

This article was submitted by Robert Coffey.  Part 2 of 2.  Thanks Robert. 
 
The folks at Berger Bullets have just have just released an interesting technical bulletin that describes methods for optimizing bullet seating 
depths with Berger VLDs. The document explains how to find the OAL “sweet spot” for VLDs in your rifle. Interestingly, while VLDs 
commonly work best seated into the rifling .010 or more, Berger’s research indicates that, in some rifles, VLDs perform well jumped .040 or 
more. This is a significant finding, one that’s backed-up by real-world testing by many shooters. 
 
The key point in Berger’s report is that: “VLD bullets shoot best when loaded to a Cartridge Overall Length (COAL) that puts the bullet in a 
’sweet spot’. This sweet spot is a band .030 to .040 wide and is located anywhere between jamming the bullets into the lands and .150 jump off 
the lands.”  
 
 
Writing in the report, Berger’s Eric Stecker observes: “Many reloaders feel (and I tend to agree) that meaningful COAL adjustments are .002 to 
.005. Every once in a while I might adjust the COAL by .010 but this seems like I am moving the bullet the length of a football field. The only 
way a shooter will be able to benefit from this situation is to let go of this opinion that more than .010 change is too much (me included).”  
 
For target competition shooters (for whom it is practical to seat into the lands), Berger recommends the following test to find your rifle’s VLD 
sweet spot. 
 
Load 24 rounds at the following COAL: 
1. .010 into (touching) the lands (jam) 6 rounds 
2. .040 off the lands (jump) 6 rounds 
3. .080 off the lands (jump) 6 rounds 
4. .120 off the lands (jump) 6 rounds 
 
Berger predicts that: “One of these 4 COALs will outperform the other three by a considerable margin. Once you know which one of these 4 
COAL shoots best then you can tweak the COAL +/- .002 or .005.” 
 
OBSERVATION and WARNING 
Berger may definitely be on to something here, and we applaud Berger’s testers for testing a very broad range of seating depths. However, we 
want to issue a STRONG WARNING to reloaders who may be inclined to try the 4-step method listed above. 
 
Be aware that, as you load your cartridge progressively shorter, putting the bullet deeper into the case, you will be reducing the 
effective case capacity dramatically. With smaller cases, such as the .223 Rem and 6mmBR, moving from .010 into the lands to .080 
and .120 off the lands can CAUSE a dramatic pressure rise. So, a load .010 into the lands that may be safe can be WAY 
OVERPRESSURE with the bullet seated .120 off the lands (i.e. .130 deeper in the case, the difference between .010 in and .120 out). 
 
To illustrate, using a QuickLOAD simulation for the 6mmBR cartridge, moving the bullet 0.130 deeper into the case can raise pressures 
dramatically. With the Berger 105 VLD seated .010 in the lands (with 0.220 of bearing surface in the neck), and a charge of 30.0 grains of 
Varget, QuickLOAD predicts 60,887 psi. (This is using ADI 2208 data, and a 5500 psi start initiation value). If we move the bullet back 
0.130 further into the case, QuickLOAD predicts 64,420 psi (even after we drop start initiation pressure to the “default” non-jammed 3625 
psi value). The 64,420 psi level is way higher! 
Cartridge & Load COAL Jam/Jump* Start Pressure Max Pressure  
6mmBR, 30.0 Varget 
Berger 105 VLD 2.354 +0.010 in lands 5500 psi 60,887 psi  
6mmBR, 30.0 Varget 
Berger 105 VLD 2.324 -0.20 JUMP 3625 psi 59,645 psi  
6mmBR, 30.0 Varget 
Berger 105 VLD 2.264 -0.80 JUMP 3625 psi 62,413 psi  
6mmBR, 30.0 Varget 
Berger 105 VLD 2.224 -0.120 JUMP 3625 psi 64,420 psi  
 
* As used here, this is the variance in OAL from a load length where the bullet ogive just touches the lands (first jacket to barrel contact). 
Loading bullets to an OAL beyond that point is “jamming” (seating bullet into lands), while loading to an OAL shorter than that is “jumping” 
(seating bullet away from lands). 
 
NOTE: This is only a software simulation, and the real pressures you encounter may be different. But, the point is that moving the 
bullet 0.130 further down in a 6mmBR case can raise pressures more than 3,000 psi! Therefore, you must employ EXTREME 
CAUTION when moving your bullets that much in a relatively small case. Remember that going from .010 jam to a very long jump 
will probably increase pressures in your cartridge so you MUST adjust your load accordingly. 
 
 
 

**** 2009 WESTERN GAMES **** 



 

 

 
“To all who participated in the CMP Western Games and the Creedmoor Cup, 
Congratulations, job well done! “ 
Tom Temple 
 

 
 

           
 

           
 

      



 

 

****** 2009 CALENDAR ******* 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Southern California Golden Bears 
Highpower Rifle Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1362  
San Gabriel, CA 91778-1362 
 

 
January  (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
             1  2  3 
 4  5  6  7  8  9 10  
11 12 13 14 15 16 17  
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 
February      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
 8  9 10 11 12 13 14  
15 16 17  8 19 20 21  
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

 
March    (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
 8  9 10 11 12 13 14  
15 16 17  8 19 20 21  
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

 
April       ( NRA ) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
          1  2  3  4 
 5  6  7  8  9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 
May      (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
                1  2 
 3  4  5  6  7  8  9  
10 11 12 13 14 15 16  
17 18 19 20 21 22 23  
24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

 
June          ( NRA ) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
    1  2  3  4  5  6  
 7  8  9 10 11 12 13  
14 15 16 17 18 19 20  
21 22 23 24 25 26 27  
28 29 30  

 
July         (John Garand) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
          1  2  3  4 
 5  6  7  8  9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

 
August       (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
                   1 
 2  3  4  5  6  7  8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
September     ( NRA )  
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
       1  2  3  4  5 
 6  7  8  9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30  

 
October       ( CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
             1  2  3 
 4  5  6  7  8  9 10 
11 12 13 14 15  16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31  

 
November  (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
 8  9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30  

 
December       (CLUB) 
 S  M  T  W  T  F  S  
       1  2  3  4  5 
 6  7  8  9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31  


